
Cut a Celtic cross on a Tile Saw 
   By: BlarneyStone  

Choose a Design 
This design is relatively tricky and isn’t appropriate for 
someone just beginning to use a tile saw. Several 
inside cuts are required to complete this design. 

 

Mark the Slab 
Draw the cross design onto the slab using a 
permanent or cab marker & any transfer method you 
prefer. The lines should be as clean and accurate as 
possible for best results.  
 
Material: Mook Jasper 

 

Inside Out 
Here you can see the inside cuts designated in red 
and the outside cuts in blue.  

 

Inside Cut Problem 
The problem with inside cuts is that it produces an 
over-cut on the underside of the piece if the slab is 
held flat against the saw deck. This diagram is a side 
view of the slab held flat against the deck as it is fed 
into the saw blade. The vertical pattern line is where 
the cut should end but the blade over-cuts the 
underside which ruins the shape.  

 



Inside Cut Solution 
The only way to prevent over-cutting the underside of 
the slab while making an inside cut is to hold the 
piece up off of the deck so that the face is at a 90 
degree angle to the edge of the blade. This diagram is 
a side view of the slab held off of the deck as it is fed 
into the saw blade. This technique takes practice so 
give yourself some time to learn it! 

 

Use safety glasses and earplugs when cutting 
slabs and shapes.  

 
 
Start with the outside Cuts 
Begin by making the outside cuts first. Hold the slab firmly against the saw deck while making the outside cuts. This will 
remove most of the unwanted material first making the inside cuts easier. 
 

       
 
Tip:  
For best results cut right up to the line when cutting out a pattern; always leave the pattern line visible. 
 

Inside Cuts 
Finish by making the inside cuts. Notice how 
the piece is held up off of the deck and its 
position relative to the blade.  

   



 

 
Cut the Stem First 
I like to start with the long cuts first. Don’t try to make the entire cut at once, make frequent relief cuts from the side to 
alleviate binding and prevent breakage. You’ll need to work the piece from both sides of the blade as well. A light touch 
is recommended here. 
 
  

   
 

 
Tip: 
I like to leave some extra material next to the pattern line and shave it off later. This helps minimize damage from 
accidental contact with the blade. 
 

Cut the top  
Once the stem is done make the top 
cuts. It pays to go slowly and carefully.  

  

Finishing details 
Carefully look the piece over from both 
sides and shave off any unwanted 
material using the side of the blade. 
 
Tip: 
I like to bevel all of the edges and 
corners slightly but remember; too 
much cutting can be a bad thing. 

 
 
Note: 
Use a bit of caution when shaping stone on a tile saw. If too much side pressure is exerted on the blade it 
will eventually become dished. If you plan to do lots of shaping on your tile saw then I recommend keeping 
2 blades, one for shaping and one for slabbing. 
 
Remember: 
Always use the proper safety protection.  
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